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Kenzie's Government in 1876 indicated that they
had no intention of giving effect to that compromise
and British Columbia exploded in rage. Lord Dufferin
employed all his powers of conciliation to prevent an
open rupture but without avail. He decided to visit
British Columbia himself and journeyed across the
continent via Chicago, Omaha and San Francisco. At
the latter port he embarked upon H.M.S. Amethyst,
called at Esquimault, and thereafter continued to
Victoria. News was brought to him that one of the
triumphal arches which had been erected for his
reception bore the provocative legend * Carnarvon
Terms or Separation'. He begged them to change the
initial * S' of that last disruptive word into the more
palatable letter c r *. They would accept no such
transliteration. Dufferin refused therefore to drive by
the route which was spanned by such defiance. His
refusal made a salutary impression. He followed up
that impression by what was known in Canadian
history as * the great Columbia speech *. This speech
was delivered at Government House, Victoria, on
September 20, 1876, and the meeting lasted for two
and a half hours. He told them that he had not come
charged with any message from the Imperial or the
Dominion Government, nor had he come to c persuade
or coax' them into any line of action not conducive
to their own interests. He had come solely to cultivate
' friendly and affectionate relations', and to listen to
their point of view. * Far be it from me/ he said, ' to
belittle your grievances or to speak slightingly of your
complaints/ He admitted that the Dominion Govern-
ment had failed to carry out their engagements, but
he asked his audience to consider as sensible men